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/ The President and the Press

RESIDENT KENNEDY’S request for
i greater self-restraint on the part of the
" American press presents a dilemma: It is
too vague to be answered but too impor-
tant not to be,
If is vague because the Pres1dent did not
__explain just how restraint cduld be prac-
- ticed beyond that which exists today. It
js important because, as Mr. Kennedy

~ pointed out, the United States is at war—
deeply engaged in a struggle to the death
with the Soviet Union and its partners in
international crime.

*  The situation was aptly summarized this: '10?
week by Frank J. Starzel, the general min« , un

~’t1vely small scale. C

txons for military action, even on & rela-

President Kennedy's criticism that “de- !
tails of this nation’s covert operations have
been available to every newspaper reader”,
is, therefore, more a criticism of ‘the or=
ganizers*of “covert” operations than it log-
ically can be of the press. It is difficult

-k -

1o believe that the President meant to sug- .

gest that the American people should not |

- be told facts 'about our government which

" ager of the Associated Press. “Any respon-'-
sible publication,” he said, “would refrain.-

from knowingly -disclosing information -
which damages or jeopardizes the national
, interest. The problem centers in distinguish=-
1 ing between that which might damage or
jeopardize and that whjch does'not. =~ .
“A self-censorship such as President Ken-
‘‘nedy implicitly proposes depends upon
{newsmen having available guidance from
' responsible: govérnment officials who also
' will take the responsibility for the effects
¢ and results of their decisions.”
i The failure of last week’s anti-Castro ex-
| pedition brought this problem to a head..
Off1c1a1 “gi the. Ke);;negxmAdmxmstratlon
.h ve mm what they
“1rres onsxglg" Stones in the U. S.
8vasion D W
t and the attack itself. Perhaps some
[ of t e reporting about the Cuban: operatlon
was not completely responsible.

But if President Kennedy’s speech i
New York was intended to place a share
of the. blame for the failure on the U.S.
press—or if the speech is so interpreted—

' & mistake is being made.

" Fidel Castro did not have to be told by,
American newspapers that C{iban exiles
were preparing to strike at his regime; the:

infiltration of anti-Castro forces by a single  the people, by every businessman, umon',-‘

find it easy to apply these tests prudently“

,knc')'w But we have_ the word of the Presi~

our enemies know—and say they know.

No cTearcut guidelines can be drawn as .
W t'adversely affects national secunty .
g"i : t, mvoluntary censorship is im- |
ﬁos jos l_ pommumcatlons media—a cen-
sox}gmﬁ that would: encompass more than .
standard military maﬁeﬁ-ymnce the unde- -
clared world WAr. as&r‘béiﬁg*ﬁfbﬁ‘ght on many
nonnmhtarysﬁ:o T

Such censorst ‘wouﬁ medn the death of
freedom Zi‘f”'th 855 In the United States.
Is the nation ready to pay this price in the
name of national security? We think not.
The alternative, it seems to us, must in-
Vo, ings: ’
‘ 1r§£ a determisation on the part of the
press to apply diligently the test of nation- .
al security to newsgathering activities—on
an individual basis.

Second, action by the government to
clean up its own information house by ap- -
plying the same test far more carefully -
than in the past—and without using ‘“na-
tional security,” as it so often is used, as
an excuse for sweeping executive fumbling
under the rug.

Neither governmerit nor the press w111 ;
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and with the .proper regard for both. the .
national security and the people’s right to

dent that the “danger . . . requires a
change in outlook, a change in tactics, a
.¢hange in ‘missions—by the government, by

agent would have informed him. It long ‘leader and newspaper.” He must be takert

. has been 1mposmb1e to hide such plepara-

at his word. J
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